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WASHINGTON-Today, Congressman John W. Olver (1st-MA) announced                that the Department of Health and Human Services has awarded two                local agencies $740,000 for their programs assisting abused women                in transition. The New England Learning Center for Women in Transition                (NELCWIT) of Greenfield and HRA/The Consortium of Holyoke have earmarked                the funds for the Franklin County Project on Women and Violence                (FCPWV).

               "Violence against women is, unfortunately, all too common in                our society. This project addresses the needs of women who have                survived domestic violence," Olver said. "I've been particularly                impressed by the way the projects pulls together community resources                to help women recover and re-enter the local community."

               The FCWVP is a comprehensive program developed to assist women with                a history of interpersonal violence, substance abuse and mental                health issues to recover their lives. In response to the complexity                of women's lives in a rural environment, the project integrates                an array of services, supports and resources. The project supports                women's growth and resiliency by focusing on strengths rather than                deficits.

               According to Marylou Sullivan, Executive Director of the Consortium,                "This project has and will continue to help a number of women                who may have problems with mental health or substance abuse, but                who are themselves victims of abuse. We work on supporting them                in their situations. The circle of care that they receive chiefly                comes from people who are experienced with trauma."

               This is the third year this project has received federal funding.                In 1998, FCWVP received a two year grant for $533,485 in 1998; the                current grant represents an additional three years of funding. Congressman                Olver has worked with the two groups to help secure federal funding.

               For more information about FCWVP, call Marylou Sullivan at 413-536-2401.
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